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Principal’s ReportPrincipal’s Report

Dear Parents and Carers

Welcome to Week 7!

How quickly the term is progressing and 2023 is coming to an

end! The next few weeks has many of our celebratory events

so keep a look out for times and dates in the newsletter, on

notes and on FACEBOOK.

A big thank you to our amazing staff at Cambridge Gardens

Public School. It was wonderful to return after seven weeks

leave and see how well things have been going! A big shout

out to Mr Shanan Wood for his excellent work as relieving

Principal! Well done to Miss Gemma Barbagallo who relieved

as Stage 2 Assistant Principal during this time as well. We are

so lucky to have leaders with such skills and confidence that

they can step into these roles with confidence and assurance.

I would like to also thank those staff who also stepped

up at times during this period, including Mrs Melissa Galdes as

our School Administration Manager and also Mrs Wendy

Wright who also stepped into an Assistant Principal role earlier

in the term.

On staffing news, a huge congratulations to Mr Shanan Wood,

whose success and skills have been recognised as he will be

heading to Londonderry Public School for 2024 as the

relieving Principal.  We wish Mr Wood great success at

Londonderry Public School but will miss his great work as our

Assistant Principal (Curriculum and Instruction). Well done to

Mr David Sheaves who will continue to relieve in 2024 as an

Assistant Principal at Oxley Park Public School in 2024. Mr

Sheaves has been most successful in the role this year and it

is a wonderful achievement for him to be asked to continue.

Congratulations also to both Miss Alannah Antonelli and Miss

Emilia Wynn who have been successful through interview in

gaining permanent teaching positions commencing at

Northbourne Public School in 2024. We have been so

fortunate to have these two staff members as School Learning

Support Officers over the years and then as teachers

throughout 2024. They have both done a
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great job on Year 1 this year and with their work with our

dance groups. Thanks to Miss Wynn also for her work with our

Kitchen Gardens initiative and also with our New Arrivals

students. We will miss both these talent students,

A huge good luck to our dancers and singers this week at

School Spectacular! They are practising hard this week and

will be ready for the performances on Friday and Saturday. A

big thank you to Mrs Deborah Smith, Mrs Rose Antonelli, Miss

Alannah Antonelli and Miss Emilia Wynn for all their work and

enthusiasm with this opportunity. There is a lot of organisation,

early morning and late nights involved in this exciting event!

Thanks to our wonderful parents and carers who support this

activity especially in the punctuality around meeting at railway

stations for drop up and pick up. It makes everything run so

smoothly!

A big woo hoo to Allegra Bavarro in winning the Karen

McKeown Christmas Card Design Competition! What a

wonderful and creative entry and we look forward to seeing it

featured on the Christmas Cards!

The staffing shortage continues to be an issue across NSW

and continues to have an affect on our school. I would like to

particularly thank our school executive and support staff who

are stepping out of their roles and responsibilities to maintain

the continuity of learning and the stability of the classroom

environment during staff absences. A big thank you to our

Assistant Principals, Mrs Rose Antonelli and Mrs Casey

Hetherington who are covering Pompeii Class whilst Mrs

Alison Patrick is on extended leave and also Mr Daniel Attard,

Mr Shanan Wood and Miss Jo Austine who will work with

Class Neolithic during Mrs Felicity Nelson’s extended leave.

It is that time of the year, when I will be working with teachers

around class structures and student placement for 2024. This

is the time to remind me if there are any issues around your

child and their placement including past issues with other

students or teachers. Please remind me in an email to the

school email account, even if you believe I know from

conversations this year or in the past. Whilst we can not

guarantee that we can accommodate your concerns or

requests, it is essential that we can find solutions where

possible. Please drop in for a chat if you think it is necessary

or you would prefer.

Have a wonderful two weeks!

Adam Wynn

Principal

E v e n t                                                                        

Date                           Closing Date

Reading Eggs 2023 – for all students

Click here to download the Reading Eggs Note

Mathletics 2023-for all students 

Click here to download the Mathletics Note

General Voluntary Contributions

Click here to download the Voluntary Contributions flyer

Please note:

For any above Excursion/Incursion Notes attached, ALL Notes

must be returned by the return date of the note for the purpose

of Risk Management, confirming numbers with

Venues/Performers and payments received.

Online Payments cannot be made after the return date of the

note. Only Cash will be accepted after the return date,

Current Notes

Please follow the links to all current notes and

please note their closing date. Please ensure you

put your child’s full name and class name on all

notes.
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as long as the note has been returned on time.

REFUNDS are not possible after the return/closing date as all

above Excursions/Incursions are priced and planned to

include all students.

Kindergarten 2024 EnrolmentsKindergarten 2024 Enrolments

Attendance MattersAttendance Matters

CGPS Christmas PicnicCGPS Christmas Picnic

Presentation Day AssemblyPresentation Day Assembly

On Wednesday 13th December we will be acknowledging the

achievements of our students at our Presentation Day

Assembly. Family and friends are invited to
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join us for the special occasion. The assembly will be held

under the COLA on top grass at 9.45am. We look forward to

seeing you there.

Laura Williams

Presentation Day Coordinator

Kindergarten NewsKindergarten News

Kindergarten had a wonderful time during their Open

Classroom on Thursday.  Parents and family members helped

assist Kindergarten students to make and create some

fantastic Christmas decorations for their class Christmas tree.

Their decorated Christmas trees will be on display in the

library during our Christmas picnic. Hope to see you all there.

Click on photo to enlarge:

Rose Antonelli

Kindergarten Assistant Principal

Stage 3 Overnight ExcursionStage 3 Overnight Excursion

During Week 5, most of Stage 3 were off enjoying themselves

at camp. We went on a tour of a power station, visited a

museum, went for a lap around Mt Panarama, went panning

for gold, made damper, sang and danced around a campfire,

pitched tents, made mud bricks, explored underground mines

and of course we visited Dubbo Zoo! It was a busy but fun

time and there were lots of smiling faces everyday.

I would like to thank all the students for their outstanding

behaviour and attitude while we were away at camp. I would

also like to thank the staff who attended camp,

it is a massive commitment and is greatly appreciated.

Click on photo to enlarge:

Felicity Nelson

Stage 3 Overnight Excursion Coordinator

Kindergarten 2024 OrientationKindergarten 2024 Orientation
DayDay

The new Kindergarten students for 2024 came to visit

Cambridge Gardens Public School on Friday 17 th November.

They explored various areas of our school and participated in

several fun games and activities. What a delightful group of

students they were. We look forward to seeing you all next

year and can’t wait for you to be part of the Cambridge

Gardens Public School community.

Click on photo to enlarge:

Rose Antonelli

Kindergarten Assistant Principal
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Talent ShowTalent Show

WOW! The talent at Cambridge Gardens is amazing! Last

week I had the pleasure of auditioning some singers, dancers,

actors, comedians, pianists and magicians. Auditions are now

complete and students should continue to practise their acts in

preparations for performance day.

The Talent Show will be held in the school hall on Thursday

14th December, 2023. Estimated start time is 9.30am but may

change depending on the number of acts.

Felicity Nelson

Organiser

Library NewsLibrary News

I can not believe the school year is already drawing to a close.

Due to stocktaking procedures there will be no more borrowing

books from the library this year. If your child still has a library

book at home could you please ensure they return it as soon

as possible. If you have received an overdue notice and

believe your child returned the book, please do not hesitate to

call or email the school in regards to this matter. There are

occasional errors with the system and we are always happy to

sort any issue out.

 The Premier’s Reading Challenge certificates will be handed

out at the last Principal’s assembly to students who

participated in the Challenge at home. Well done to the

students who have put so much effort into making reading a

priority during their spare time.

Book Club
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Regards

Rose Antonelli

School Teacher Librarian

Staff ProfileStaff Profile

Mrs Sam Ivimey –
Student Learning
Support Officer

1. How long have you

been at this school? 4

Years-Full time and

Volunteer- about 9

years

2. Who or what inspired

you to teach? Helping

out during speaking

and listening groups

3. What’s your favourite

year to teach and why?

Kindergarten

4. What is your favourite

English subject to

teach? Phonics

5. What would you

change for the better?

Stop animal cruelty

6. What sport house are

you in? Newcombe

(Green)

7. What made you teach

at this school? Local

and children went/go

here

8. What did you want to

be growing up? Vet

9. How many playtime

activities have you ran

in the past years?

Around 10

10. Would you substitute a

c l a s s ? “for

sureeee!!!!!!!!!!!!!!”
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Mrs Ivimey was interviewed by

Brianna-Rose C and Summer Hommel

Live Life WellLive Life Well

Alanna Vella

Live Life Well at School Coordinator
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P&C NewsP&C News
Contact Us 
P&C are more than happy to discuss matters pertaining to the

P&C. Please get in touch via Facebook or email

cambridgegardenspublicschoolpandcaffiliate.org.au and we

will get back to you as soon as possible. For all matters

pertaining to school business, please discuss with the school

via telephone or direct message on Facebook. 

Katy

On behalf of the P&C

Canteen – Kids Pantry CanteensCanteen – Kids Pantry Canteens

8



Camp AustraliaCamp Australia
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Uniforms – Back to BasicsUniforms – Back to Basics
Go4Fun ProgramsGo4Fun Programs
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Gateway Family Services – TermGateway Family Services – Term
4 20234 2023
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20232023

2023

21.11.2023
Schools Spectacular Dance Rehearsal – Departing
at 7am at Penrith Station & returning approximately
at 4:31pm Penrith Station

22.11.2023
Schools Spectacular Choir Rehearsal – Departing at
7am at Penrith Station & returning approximately at
4:30pm Penrith Station

23.11.2023
Schools Spectacular Choir & Dance Dress
Rehearsal – TBC

27.11.2023 Open Classrooms Stage 3 – 9:30am to 11am

28.11.2023 Cambridge Gardens In-School Chess Tournament

28.11.2023
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander PLP
Presentation Afternoon – 3:30pm to 4:30pm

29.11.2023
2024 Student Leadership Speeches Assembly –
9:30am to 11am

01.12.2023
Award Booklets Due for the final Principal’s
Assembly for 2023. Booklets are to be given to class
teachers to add to the recipient list.

01.12.2023
Years K-2 Assembly – Hosted by Class Waterloo in
the hall at 9:30am

04.12.2023
School Swimming and Water Safety Program -
Commences

06.12.2023 Christmas Picnic

08.12.2023
Final Principal’s Assembly for 2023 - 9:30am enter
via Gate A, held in Area 4 on the Artificial Grassed
Area. All are welcome to attend.

08.12.2023
School Swimming and Water Safety Program -
Finishes

11.12.2023
Year 6 Farewell – Penrith Panthers Leagues Club
5pm to 8:30pm

12.12.2023 Christmas Coin Day Count Off-Dress Up – P & C

13.12.2023 Presentation Day – 9:45am to 11:45am

14.12.2023 Talent Show

15.12.2023 Last Day of Term 4 – Students only

12



18.12.2023 Staff Development Day – Staff only

19.12.2023 Staff Development Day – Staff only

2024

30.01.2024 Staff Development Day – Staff only

31.01.2024 Staff Development Day – Staff only

01.02.2024
School commences Term 1 – Yrs 1-6 Students &
Staff
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